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LLETHBRIDGE | 


Town of Valleyview 
(Revised July, 1959) 


1, LOCATION 


Part of sections 16-15-22-21, 70-22-W of 5 in Census Division No. 15. This 
location is 78 miles east of Grande Prairie on Highway 43 and 34. 


2. ALTITUDE | 

2187 Latitude 55/04 Longtitude 117/17 
3. TEMPERATURE . ) 

Mean summer temperature ovo: 

Mean winter temperature 1 7oEe 


Yearly average temperature 34°F, 


4. RAINFALL 
Average yearly rainfall 12.2 inches 
Average yearly snowfall 48 inches 


Average yearly precipitation 17.0 inches 
These averages are taken from the nearest weather bureau. 


5. GEOLOGY 


The Lower Smoky River shale or Kaskapar formation forms bedrock 
at Valleyview. The shales of this formation are dark to black marine shales ot 
Upper Cretaceous Age. These shales are notably lacking in good water 
horizons. 


6. SOIL 
Degraded Black. 


Climate 
Annual precipitation averages from about 12 inches in the northern 


section to about 20 inches in the southern. Evaporation is lower than in the 
black soil zones. 


Vegetation 


Mainly woodland in which the tree growth is frequently denser and 
has more evergreens than in the black zone. 


Soil Profile 


Generally quite mixed, ranging from nearly bidck to grey. The surface 
horizon consists of a thin layer of semi-decomposed leaf litter (Ao) which may 
be absent in burnt over areas, underlain by a mineral horizon that can usually 
be divided into two parts. The upper (Al) part may be black, grey black or 
dark brown. The lower part (A2) is frequently somewhat leached of organic 
raatter and considerably greyer than the Al. The total depth of these surface 
horizons average about 10 to 12 inches. The B horizon is generally dark brown 
in color and lime is found at depths of about 30 to 40 inches. 


Fertility 


These soils are usually not so rich as those of the black zone. Leaching 
of the surface horizons has resulted in the loss of some plant foods. 
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Land Use 


A system of mixed farming that includes legumes in the crop rotation 
supplemented with applications of fertilizer when required, should be practiced 
for best results. 


7. HISTORY 


“Growingest’”’ small centre in the South Peace today is Valleyview 
spurred into boom days by the multi-million dollar search for oil. Bypassed in 
early days because the famed Edson Trail twisted away to the south and west, 
Valleyview slumbered as a tiny settlement for years before even a road reach- 
ed the area. 


First settlers came to the area about 1918. One of the earliest was O. 
Adolphson, on whose original homestead part of the present town is built. Most 
of the early settlers came from the Grande Prairie area. Not until 1930 did a 
road reach the little settlement, when one was pushed through from High 
Prairie. Even with construction of Highway 34 through Valleyview, the popula- 
tion remained constant. 


. _ Largest rush of settlers came to the district in 1928-29 soon after the 

post office opened, and the settlement became ‘’Valleyview” officially. Pre- 
viously it had been known as Red Willow. First post office was located in a 
store built by Dave Williamson on his homestead. In 1930 the population of 
Valleyview was 50. But in August 1952, Amerada Petroleum Corporation 
brought in an oil well, the first big oil strike in the South Peace. Gradually the 
oil search gathered momentum. The village started to grow. Trailers dotted 
vacant lots. Cabins were hauled in or built to house the heavy influx-of oil 
workers. Real estate values on the main street soared. New businesses opened 
and the clatter of hammers on new buildings lasted far into the night. Cars 
jammed the streets night and day. Soon the people of the village thought an 
airstrip would be needed for small craft flying courier service for the oil firms. 


Soon the discovery of a new well became almost commonplace news, 
although it was always satisfying evidence of the importance of the Sturgeon 
Lake field. Well over 20 wells are producers in the field today, and it's esti- 
mated the field has a potential of around 300 wells. Rough plans are now 
drawn for construction of a pipeline to draw off to refineries the black gold 
surging from the field's wells. Just as important to Valleyview is the news that 
construction of a highway link will cast the village in the role of transportation 
hub for the Peace River country. The Whitecourt-Valleyview cut-off was com- 
pleted by the fall of 1955. 


In 1958 another cutoff linking Valleyview with Donnelly, 70 miles to 
the north, was completed. This road placed the growing village astride three 
major road arteries of the north, the cutoff stretching to north and south, High- 
way 34, and a link with Highway 2. 


A fine school serves the growing population. 
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A few years ago, Valleyview was a hamlet with a population of only 
100. By 1954 the population had jumped to 500 and the community applied for 
incorporation as a village. In 1957 Valleyview was incorporated as a town 
with a population of 900. 


For some time an interdenominational church served Valleyview. In 
1955 an-Anglican Church was moved there. The building had been the first 
church in Beaverlodge and served that area for 41 years before being retired 
from use in 1953. 


Continuing to grow, Valleyview recently added a new theatre, a bulk 
propane plant, and an electrical contracting firm. With its future as an oil 
centre assured for some years yet, and as a transportation centre for years to 
come, Valleyview looks forward confidently to the future. 


8. LIVING CONDITIONS 


Valleyview has growing pains and the town is growing too fast for 
perfect town planning. Valleyview is situated on a hillside and has an im- 
posing view in all directions. Rental rates average around $60.00 per month 
plus utilities for a five-rroom house. Good hunting is available in the district for 
upland game, ducks and geese. 


9. ADMINISTRATION 


The governing body of the town consists of a@ mayor elected for a 
two year term and six councillors, two elected each year for a three year term. 
The Secretary-Treasurer carries out the policy set by the council. 


10 LAWS AND REGULATIONS 


There is no set building by-law in the town but all new buildings, 
removal of buildings or major alterations to buildings must be approved by 
council. 


The Electrical Code, by which the town must abide, conforms to the 
Alberta Electrical Protection Act. 


The town sanitary oe must conform to the Alberta Health 
Regulations. 


The town hires its own police constable. 
R.C.M.P. Detachment Headquarters. 


ll. FIRE PROTECTION 
The town does not own any fire fighting equipment. 


12. TAX STRUCTURE | 
1958 Net Assessment 


Land (100% of fair value) $ 216,710.00 
Improvements (100% of fair value) 468,370.00 
Business 126,280.00 
Power 30,200.00 
Total $ 841,560.00 
Mill Rate : : ae, 
Municipal School _ Hospital Special Total ~ 
20 64) 3 2 60 mills 


13. AREAS 


Area of town not available 
Streets, Lanes and Highways not available 
Public Parks and Playgrounds not available 


Miles of Roads, Streets and Highways 
Paved Gravel Unpaved Total 


Provincial main 2 2, 
Streets, Roads and Alleys Vs iS 3 miles 
5 miles 


14. SEWER AND WATER MAIN MILEAGE 


Storm Sewers nil 

Sanitary sewers 5.4 miles 

Water mains 5.87 miles 
15. POWER 


‘ Power is supplied to the town by Northland Utilities Ltd. under a fran- 
chise. 


Residential Rate 

This rate is available for 115 or 115/230 V service to all residentiai 
consumers located in the Valleyview community who are within reach of the 
existing distribution lines of the company (150’) and who use the company’s 
standard service in an individual residence through a single meter for residen- 
tial lighting and for approved cooking, heating or utility appliances whether 
plug-in or permanently connected. 


First 10 KWH's or less used per month $2.00. 

Next 20 KWH's used per month 9c per KWH 
Next 50 KWH's used per month 4c per KWH 
All over 80 KWH's used per month 3c per KWH 
Minimum monthly charge $2.00. 


Terms Of Payment 

The above rates are net and apply to bills paid within 10 days of the 
billing date. An additional charge of 5% will be added for collection charges 
on all bills not paid within 10 days atter the date of billing. 


Commercial Rates 

Available fer 115 or 115/230 V service to all commercial places of 
business, stores, shops, hotels, lodges and all other commercial lighting con- 
sumers in the Valleyview community who are within reach of the existing 
distribution lines of the company (150’) and who use the company’s standard 
services through a single meter for commercial lighting purposes only supplied 
to a single building or to a single tenant. 


Demand Charge 
First 500 Watts of connected lighting load $1.00. 
Next 4500 Watts of connected lighting load 5c per 100 W 
All over 5000 Watts of connected lighting load 5c per 200 W 


and the connected load of all single phase motors and heating ap- 


pliances, plus an 
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Energy Charge 
First 50 KWH used per month per KW of connected load 9c per KWH 
Next 50 KWH used per month per KW of connected load 6c per KWH 
All over 100 KWH per month per KW of connected load 3c per KWH 


Minimum charge - the minimum monthly charge shall be equal to the 
demand charge but not less than $2.00 per month. 


Terms Of Payment 


The above rates are net and apply to the bills paid within 10 days of 
the billing date. An additional charge of 5% will be added for collection 
charges on all bills not paid within 10 days atter the date of billing. 


Power Rate 


Available to all small commercial power consumers located within . 


the Valleyview community who are within reach of the existing distribution 
lines of the company (150') and who use the company’s standard service at 
voltages of 115 or 230 for commercial power service to three phase motors of 
not less than five horse power rated capacity, single phase motors two horse 
power capacity, or other permanently installed electric devices of not less than 
two KW capacity each. 


Service Charge 
$1.00 per month per H.P. of connected load, plus an 


Energy Charge 


First 30 KWH used per month per H.P. of connected load 7c per KWH 
Next 30 KWH used per month per H.P. of connected load 4c per KWH 
All over 60 KWH per month per H.P. of connected load .025c per KWH 


Minimum monthly charge shall be $1.00 per month per H.P. of con- 
nected load but not less than $2.00. 


Terms Of Payment 

The above rates are net and apply to bills paid within 10 days of the 
billing date. An additional charge of 5% will be added for collection charges 
on all bills not paid within 10 days after the date of billing. 
16. WATER 

Water is obtained from Sturgeon Creek and piped into a 2,000,000 
gallon reservoir. 

Monthly rate $5.50 plus $2.50 sewerage charge. 

Commercial rate - monthly rate $5.50 to $60.00 plus sewerage charge 
from $3.00 to $40.00. 


Water Analysis 
Parts per Million 


Total *Soltidg 7 vais. aie cole UA co eo eee eee 132 
Filordness Si vi23 oiteackcs sot cenchttc. nee opicenetoee eae eee eee eee 60 
Sulphlates: 5.26 ect ies Reh Se a ell oe a ee 8 
Ignition Losey i205 A. shaey, alliage tts oan Se eine oe 92 
Chioride@s ) \a.1. 1-25 1a ate iee et tae 2a kee 0 
Pulkerlimity® i ok3's £2. ee ulek ene lea Ue ee 45 
Nature of Alka inity — Bicarbonate of lime and magnesium 
Nitrites ta tcsscbt alge eee ee RT ee Ce A See trace 
Nitrates, \.).82)40.s 6.5. atibaste ageeek ek eee ne le trace 
TrOm, 9.5cp cote eck suet Siracia tects ce ake mba lip at eee ee Me ie ee) 
Remarks: Sediment — organic matter. Chemically this water is suitable. 
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17. GAS 
Not installed. 


18. L.P. GAS 
Heat value 2521 b.t.u. per cu. ft. at 60°F. 
100 lb. bottle $6.50. 
Bulk 22c per gallon. 
Storage facilities 1500 gallons. 


19. DIESEL FUEL 
Heat value 135,000 to 140,000 b.tu. per gallon at 60°F. 
All grades 18.3c per gallon. 
storage facilities 3600 gallons. 


20. COAL 
Not used. 


21. LOCAL RESOURCES 


sand and gravel, cereal and grains, livestock (horses, cattle, sheep 
and hogs), dairy products, poultry and eggs, honey, straw, grass seed, oil and 
gas. 


22. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES 


Federal 
Post office; R.C.M.P. detachment. 


Provincial 
Alberta Government Telephones; Department of Public Works repair 
depot. 


Municipal 
Town hall: council chamber; secretary-treasurer; superintendent of 
public works; garbage collector; police department. 


23. HEALTH SERVICES 
There is no hospital in Valleyview. One doctor calls weekly. A resi- 
dent municipal nurse is located at Valleyview. 


Two drug stores. 


SRE 
The town possesses many fine modern homes. 
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24, PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLED SERVICES 
(Not including health services) 
Beauty Parlors 1 
Barber Shops 2 


25. TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian Coachways — 3 times daily each way, Edmonton to 
Dawson Creek via Valleyview. 

Local freight hauling — to Grande Prairie and Edmonton. 


26. NEWSPAPERS 
Valleyview Times — published by Sun Publishing, Edmonton. 


27. COMMUNICATIONS 
Alberta: Government Telephones 
Post office 
C.N.R. Teletype 
Closest Radio Station, Grande Prairie CFGP 


28. FINANCIAL FACILITIES 
Bank of Montreal 


29. HOTELS 
No. of Rooms Rates Beer License 
Heart River Hotel 16 $3.00 up yes 
20. TOURIST CAMPS 
Rating No. of Units 
M. A. Motel Si stan 4 
Sandy's Motel 39,SiCE 3 
Val-E-View 3 star l 
Val-E-View Zee Stn ] 
Val-E-View 1 star 2 
Valleyview Motel be star 8 


Trailer Courts 
sandy’s Trailer Park 
Valleyview Trailer Court 


31. CHURCHES 

Anglican; United; Gospel Mission; Church of God; German Baptist; 
Roman Catholic. 
32. LODGES 

Eastern Star; I.0.0.F.; Rebekahs. 


33. SERVICE CLUBS 
Chamber of Commerce; Elks; Canadian Legion; Women’s Auxiliary 

Canadian Legion; Women’s Church Organizations. 

34. SOCIETIES 


Alberta Teachers Association; Home and School Association; Com- 
munity Centre Association. 
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35. EDUCATION © 


| Sun Valley Division No. 3992 is part of the East Smoky School District 
No. 54. Grades 1 to 12 are taught along with the following optional subjects: 
French 20 and 30, Art, Music and Typing. There are 10 teachers and 265 pupils 
in the elementary school (grades 1-6). Junior High has 3 teachers and 84 pupils 
(grades 7 to 9) and the High School has 2 teachers and 26 pupils (grades 10 to 
12). There are 3 school buses to transport the rural students to the town schools. 


36. THEATRES AND HALLS 


Capacity Stage Piano 
Jubilee Theatre 350 yes yes 
Community Centre fhe no yes 


37. CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
Nil. 


38. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Boys Girls 
Boy Scouts 4-H Club 
Wolf Cubs 
4-H Club 


39. SPORTS | 
Curling, skating and hockey, baseball, softball. 
Facilities include covered curling rink, 3 sheets natural ice. 
Open air skating and hockey rink. 
Baseball diamond. 
School grounds. 


The business district is still growing. 
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40. FAIRS 
Sports Day (May 24). 


41. HISTORIC SITES 
Nil. 


42. CO-OPERATIVES 
Co-op General Store 
United Grain Growers, and Co-op Livestock, at High Prairie 


43. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 


: E 
Er D ae me 
Oo SE So oo $8 85 
45 FA 3 0 a8 rf : a) 
E fe bee | fa o so SD 
Om oe aes a oe g2 38 3 
9 b2 3a 3 8 g 5 23363 28 
5 eg ase 2 & aaz 5 @ 
Auto Repairs, Implement (Farm) .......... 2—- — 2 
ieing eo ees 4 — — 4 
Reames ean a aa 1 eh ey aes enn dryaftqna eens 1, oS) Seed 
Revs eta es eee aan Milk Distributors ............ 1 1 1 
Barbers my PTA RG ers Pp aa a — Motels: ...22..tsi est secseeweee 3 4 ee ay, 
Beauty Parlors -.........------ Lin Wier ents Oil Distributors? 2252.2 4. — 4 3 
Building Contractors ...... ; ea os Oe GauPradscnon 
Bui'ding Supplies .......... i, Se. Ofticoi els wae eee Qe ela 
Blacksrmith -se-encrncsete Uy leas ey 3g aa Dain ieee 2h k ieeo ee 
Butchers ----------------e--seeo- Stree” ie Oil Service Companies .. 2 —- —- — 
eer eect PND | ee eT as Oil Supply Companies .. 2—-— —- — 
bene meioe ane A Aehiat ae) We Oil Well-Hauling Gesu. 1 
Clothing (Women’s Dini Bers a pee ee 1 ee Sa ae 
and Children’s) enneseee 1 ar Foad 1 Pool: Réomd = eee =. ] a aa esky 
foe AP TSS 1 calli eekl Power “Planter. eee 1 1} —- — 
Seas PN eae batt 2 pee ay a Propane Gas Dealers .... ee ee ee ee 
Dry. (GISaners a2... tadetee- 4 agents Rosicisenig cere 4 as Ne 
Electrical Contractors .... Ne sertgW Rn en ore Shoe. opelts eee 1 Vasey j 
Garage and Theatres bo = SS 
Service Stations ........ 4 — — 4 PT ss as Ror a ey SF RAS «ea 
General Stores ................ 2—- — 2 Trailer Courts 2-11. 2 
Groceries: x Aang 2 —- — 2 Welding & Machine .... 1 Tue 1 
Hered Weir @ titers acts devin Bic: l1—- — ] 
PIGte IS ae et cies ie Arey ee 1 —- — — 
44. SITES 


Industrial and home sites can be secured from private owners at 
reasonable prices. 


45. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


Mixed farming was the chief industry in the area until oil was dis- 
covered in 1949. At the present time there are 120 oil wells capable of produc: 
tion from three fields in the vicinity of Valleyview. Most of these wells are 
located on 80 acre spacing units. The fields involved are Sturgeon Lake which 
is about ten miles northwest of Valleyview, South Sturgeon Lake which is about 
five miles south of Valleyview and Little Smoky, which is ten miles south. There 
are no estimated recoverable oil reserves of the area, but some of the wells in 
_ the South Sturgeon Lake field have capped exceptionally thick oil reservoir in 
the Leduc member of the Woodbend formation. Natural gas is found in associ- 
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ation with the oil in all of the reservoirs. In addition, there are a number of gas 
wells in the general area in which the gas is not associated with oil and which 
are capable, pending development of a market. The gas in this area is at the 
present time considered to be beyond economic reach of any present market. 
Disposal gas reserves are estimated at 229 billion cubic feet and contain 105 
million gallons of recoverable propane, 90 million gallons of recoverable 
butane and 35 million gallons of recoverable natural gasoline. Gas which is 
being produced at present is being flared, except for a small amount which is 
being used to power a small electrical generator. 


46. TRADING AREA 
North 10 miles; West 10 miles; South 50 miles; East 14 miles. 


47. POPULATION 
Trading area population, 1956 census 2,152 
Town population, 1956 census 973 
Town population, at Dec. 31, 1957 Est. 950 
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